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Key Facts 

 

 

 

Important People 

 

 

Harold Hardrada (1015-1066AD)  

Before King Edward, England had 

been ruled by the Scandinavian King 

Cnut the Great. When he died, he left 

England. Since Edward didn’t have 

any children, King Hardrada thought 

that England should once again 

belong to Norway and that he should 

be King of England.  

 

 

 The Vikings came from the modern Scandinavian countries of 

Denmark, Norway and Sweden. 

 They travelled in boats called long ships and first arrived in Britain 

around AD787. 

 The Vikings raided places such as monasteries and pillaged expensive 

items to trade. 

 They were looking for valuable goods like gold and jewels, imported 

foods and other useful materials. 

 The Vikings also wanted to claim land and tried to take over of Britain. 

 They invaded and settles in Scotland before heading south to places 

such as York. 

 They drove the Saxons out of part of Britain and took it for 

themselves. 

 The Saxon King, King Alfred of Wessex, fought them in a great battle 

but he couldn’t stop them at first so had to let them have part of the 

country in a treaty know as Danelaw. 

 

King Canute (995AD-1035AD)  

The first of three Danish kings of England 

who became a respected and enlightened 

monarch. Canute was the first Dane to rule 

over all of England for an extended period 

of time. 

 

William the Conqueror 

(1028AD – 1087AD 

William of Normandy was the king of 

England from 1066 until his death in 

1087. He became one of the most 

influential kings in England history. He 

was a Viking extraction, though he 

spoke a dialect of French. 
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Anglo-

Saxons 

The main group of people living in Britain 

when the Vikings invaded. 

Danelaw The area in Britain that the Danish Vikings 

ruled over. 

Long ship A Viking ship used for fighting and carrying 

out raids. 

Monastery A place where people who have dedicated 

their lives to religion, such as monks or 

nuns, live. 

Pagan A person who believes in many Gods. 

Rune A letter from the alphabet used by Vikings. 

The Battle 

of Hastings 

The decisive battle in which William the 

Conqueror (Duke of Normandy) defeated 

the Saxons under Harold II (1066), leaving 

England open for the Norman Conquest. 

The Battle 

of Stamford 

Bridge 

Took place at the village of Stanford 

Bridge, East Riding of Yorkshire, in England 

on 25th September 1066. The battle was 

between an English army under King Harold 

Godwinson and an invading Norwegian force 

led by King Harold Hardrada and he English 

king’s brother Tostig Godwinson. 

 

 

 

Viking Warrior 

 

 Typical Viking settlement 


