
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 28th September 2021  

 

Welcome to our second newsletter of the academic year. Once again, I am both delighted and 

extremely impressed with the way in which your children have embraced the routines and 

expectations of their new classes. Recent Learning Walks around the Academy confirmed that 

children in all classes were engaged and enjoying their learning and, most importantly, 

achieving good outcomes. 

 

 

Staffing 

I am pleased to inform you that our Vice Principal, Mrs Watkins, has returned to the Academy 

and Mrs Haizel is expected to return later this week. In recent weeks, we have also appointed a 

Teaching Assistant, Mrs M Barnsley, who is currently based in Year 5. 

The Academy currently has a vacancy for a Teaching Assistant and a Midday Supervisory 

Assistant, please contact the Academy office for further details, if interested. 

 

 

Celebrations of Learning! 

OCPPA is committed to offering as many opportunities as possible to enrich your child’s 

learning. Despite only being three weeks into the new academic year, we have already 

celebrated across the whole Academy: 

 Roald Dahl Day (13th September) 

 National Computing Week (week commencing 13th September) 

 Languages Day (27th September) 

 Jeans for Genes Day (17th September) 

 Later this term, we will be recognising National Poetry Day (7th October), Black History 

month (October) and World Mental Health Day (11th October) 

 

Our Golden Books are also becoming very busy with many children sharing lots of high-

quality learning. This year we are issuing certificates as the children are being sent to the Senior 

Leadership Team – so look out for the stickers, certificates and smiles!  

 

 

Mandarin 
We are very pleased to announce that our classes in Years 3 and 4 have been chosen to learn 

Mandarin as an additional language. The Academy has been selected by OAT to offer 

Mandarin teaching and learning through their partnership with the Norwich School and Swire. 

Every class in Years 3 and 4 is receiving a 40 minute teaching session, led by a Mandarin 

speaking teacher, supported by their class teacher and teaching assistant. The first sessions were 

held last week and proved to be very exciting and enjoyable.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniform 

Your support of our uniform policy is much appreciated. May I take this opportunity, however, 

to ask parent/carers to check that your child’s clothing is clearly named on a regular basis. The 

Academy does not have a Lost Property box, but instead encourages children to take 

responsibility to check their items on a regular basis. 

A reminder that children are expected to wear shorts and PE tops for inside PE, jogging 

bottoms/track suits should only be worn for outside lessons.  Jogging bottoms/track suits must 

be plain in black/navy.     

 

 

Punctuality 
Thank you for your support in ensuring that children are arriving at the Academy by 8.45am as 

learning i.e. lessons, start promptly at 8.50am. Registers close at 8.50am and any child 

arriving after 8.50am will be recorded as late. Continuous lateness has a significant impact on a 

child’s learning – five minutes lateness every day amounts to 25 minutes of lost learning over a 

week, and in a typical half term this amounts to two hours 30 minutes and all the lost learning 

must somehow be caught up!  At OCPPA, the first lesson of every day focuses on the teaching 

of reading, missing 25 minutes every week is a significant loss and can make a child feel 

unnecessarily anxious. Our Family Liaison Officer Mrs Bev Edwards is always available to talk 

and help you with any issues that you might be experiencing in relation to attendance. Contact 

can be made with her via the Academy Office office@ocppa.co.uk  

 

 

Holidays 
May we also remind parents that children should not be taking holidays during term time. If for 

some exceptional circumstance a holiday must be taken, please contact the Academy office to 

arrange a meeting with a member of the Senior Leadership Team. Meetings should be held at 

least 6 weeks before the holiday is taken   

 

 

Working together to keep your children safe 

As stated in my last newsletter, we really do need parents and carers to help us to keep all of 

our children safe, particularly in the vicinity of Orde Avenue. Once again, we ask, in the 

interests of the safety of your children, that parents avoid driving (and parking!) on Orde 

Avenue. It is pleasing to see more children cycling and scootering to the Academy, however we 

would also ask that parents help us at the end of the day by reminding children that scooters and 

cycles must not be ridden whilst on the Academy site. 

 

During the past three weeks the Academy has undertaken a series of training events as well as a 

review of policies and procedures to maximise the safety and wellbeing of your children and 

Academy staff.  Our Safeguarding, Child Protection and Behaviour policies have all been 

reviewed and shared with staff and pupils and are available for parents/carers on our website.  
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To ensure your children feel safe and understand procedures, Fire and Lockdown practises have 

also successfully taken place during September 

 

 

Communication with the Academy 

The process of merging the Cliff Park Infant and Junior schools has generated significant 

technical problems with communication for which we sincerely apologise. To date, we are still 

experiencing issues with ParentMail access and payment procedures as well as being currently 

unable to share events/features on the website. We are assured that these problems will be 

resolved very soon and appreciate the understanding being shown by the Academy community. 

 

Despite the issues mentioned, please do not hesitate to contact the Academy office regarding 

any issue, no matter how small. If you wish to speak to your child’s class teacher, please 

contact the Academy office to make an appointment or use the class emails, which should be 

fully operational.   

 

Dates for your Diary 

4th October – School Individual Photographs 

7th October – National Poetry Day 

11th October – World Mental Health Day 

11th and 14th October – Parent and Teacher meetings – Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

12th and 13th October – Parent and Teacher meetings – Years 3 to 6 

18th October – Black History Week  

25th October to 29th October - Half Term Break 

2nd and 3rd November – New Reception (2022) Open Day 

12th November – Children in Need Day 

15th November – Anti Bullying Week 

10th December – Christmas Jumper Day  

17th December 2021- End of Term 

 

Further dates will be issued later during the term. 

 

Thank you once again for your support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs K Rutherford 

Principal 

 


