
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent / Carer        22nd October 2021 

 

Welcome to our third newsletter of 2021/2022.  As I write to you, it is hard to believe how quickly 

the past seven weeks have passed by, and, as stated in my previous letter, the Academy continues 

to be very impressed with the ways in which your children continue to embrace the learning 

opportunities presented to them. 

 

The establishment of the new Academy during the first half term has required a significant number 

of tasks to be completed at all levels, and I am delighted at the way in which pupils, staff and the 

wider community have worked together to ensure that our Academy is able to work as effectively 

as possible, in the best interests of your children. 

 

Some of the Achievements of Autumn Term 1 

 Full return to pre lockdown Academy timetabling 

 Termly swimming lessons established for Year 5 

 Breakfast and After School Club re-established 

 Restructuring of timetable to facilitate more positive free/break times KS2 

 Weekly teaching and learning of the language of Mandarin in Years 3 & 4 – supported 

by Norwich School & Swire 

 Establishment of new catering contract 

 Return of face to face Parent Meetings 

 Return of information sharing meeting Reception & Year 1 – Reading 

 

The Academy, in line with the OAT Enrichment Charter, has provided enrichment opportunities 

during Autumn Term 1 by:  

 

 Week 1 –  Whole academy focus on Being a Champion theme – resilience, positive mindset 

                       well being  

 Week 2 –  Whole academy engagement in National Coding week  

 Week 2 –  Supporting Jeans for Genes charity event  

 Week 4 –  Celebration of Diversity of Languages within the Academy  

 Week 5 –  Celebration of National Poetry Day  

 Week 6 –  World Mental Health week – whole academy focus. Visit by Nelson’s 

                 Journey (Yrs 5 & 6)  

 Week 7 - Black History month – the focus for Literacy across the Academy  

 Year R –  Visit by Hair Stylist to support theme of "Hugh Shampoo “text.   Mad Hair Day   

 Year 2 –  Fire & Rescue Service visit 22nd October 2021  

 Year 3 –  Virtual visit – Romans   

 Year 4 –  Mad Science Day – Electricity – 22/10/2021  

 Year 5 –  Hate Crime On Line workshop – Norfolk Police   

 Year 6 –  Visit to East Norfolk Sixth Form College - Art workshops in photography and DT 

              workshops in working with materials.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Survey 

We want Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy to be the very best it can be and would appreciate 

your views by competing the online survey https://forms.office.com/r/nCtnuE2pdv 

 

Attendance & Punctuality 

In order for your child to achieve their full potential and take up all the opportunities that the 

Academy has to offer, they need to be at the Academy punctually and attend every single day!  We 

are pleased to see improvements in punctuality and will be celebrating attendance by issuing 

certificates for Outstanding Attendance 100%, Excellent Attendance 96-99% and for improvement 

in attendance. 

 

Holidays 

Once again I have to remind parents that holidays should not be taken in term time.  During 

Autumn 1, the Academy has received an exceptionally high number of requests for holidays.  The 

impact of Covid 19 has had some impact on holidays and this has been taken into consideration 

when requests have been submitted during Autumn Term 1, however from the 1st November 2021, 

if parents/carers are requesting holidays due to the impact of Covid 19, evidence of cancellation, 

additional bookings will be required.  All holidays will be recorded as unauthorised absence unless 

circumstances are considered to be exceptional. 

 

Collecting Children 

All children are expected to attend the Academy for a full day.  Any appointments relating to your 

child’s health, should be made, where possible, outside of Academy hours.  It is an expectation that 

children will return to the Academy if appointments have to take place during the Academy day. 

 

Please note – Children should not be leaving the Academy early due to parental/carer 

appointments, unless circumstances are exceptional, in which case the office must be informed as 

soon as possible. 

 

Keeping Your Children Safe 

As we approach the winter months it is essential that your child has a warm clearly named coat, 

and outside PE kit (plain black, navy jogging type trousers).  If your child travels to the Academy 

by bicycle, please check that it is roadworthy and visible (with appropriate lights/reflectors). 
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Staffing 

It is with sadness but considerable thanks we say farewell this half-term to Mrs Debra Reid who is 

retiring due to health reasons, after working 19 years within the Ormiston Cliff Park Infant 

Community.  I know she has been a highly respected member of staff and is well known and has 

been incredibly supportive to many families. 

 

After 15 years Mrs Simpson is leaving to take up a new career path working in the care sector. 

 

Mrs Fiske, who has given an amazing 36 years’ service to Ormiston Cliff Park schools, has chosen 

to take up her well-deserved retirement. 

 

I am sure you join with me in wishing all of them lots of happiness for the future. 

 

Half Term Activities 

During our first week after the half term break, the whole Academy will be focusing on looking 

after the environment.  Staff have organised a half term art competition for your children to engage 

in, details of which will be issued shortly.  Every child will also need to bring an old sock into the 

Academy on Monday 1st November in preparation for their recycling challenge. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

w/c 1st November   Environment Week 

8th November   Flu Vaccinations 

12th November   Children In Need 

w/c 15th November  Anti-Bullying Week 

16th November   Years 5 & 6 squad -  East Norfolk Athletics Competition 

30th November   Flu Vaccinations 

8th December   Year 4 Time & Tide Visit 

9th December   Year 4 Time & Tide Visit 

10th December   Christmas Jumper Day & Santa Dash 

16th December   Pantomime Day Theme 

17th December   Academy Christmas Lunch 

17th December   End of Term 

27th June 2022   Additional Inset Day 

 

At this moment in time I am unable to provide specific details about Christmas Performances.  If 

we are in a position to invite parents to Christmas Celebrations, it is likely that events will take 

place between 13th – 15th December.  I will inform you as soon as I am able to. 

 

Wishing you all a wonderful half-term break! 

 

Mrs K Rutherford 

Principal 


