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	Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy

	Subject Intent Statement

	Oracy, Communication and Language

	Subject Leader: Miss E Cunningham

	

	Intent
At Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy, we recognise that oracy and effective language use are fundamental to learning, social interaction and future success. The National Curriculum for English states that pupils should:
· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.
· write and speak clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.
· use discussion to learn, elaborating and explaining their understanding and ideas with clarity and confidence.
Our intent is to ensure that all pupils develop the skills, confidence and competence to express themselves fluently, coherently and respectfully in a wide range of contexts. Through a language-rich curriculum and high-quality teaching, children will acquire an ambitious and expanding vocabulary, enabling them to communicate their thoughts, ideas and emotions effectively.
At Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy, we aim to create articulate, reflective and confident speakers and listeners who understand that language is a powerful tool for learning, connection and self-expression. Oracy and vocabulary development are at the heart of our curriculum design, underpinning success across all subjects and preparing pupils for lifelong learning and communication.

	Implementation
Oracy and vocabulary development begin in the Early Years Foundation Stage, where children are immersed in a rich language environment through stories, songs, rhymes, role play and daily opportunities for structured talk. Pupils are encouraged to explore, explain and refine their thinking through conversation, with explicit teaching of new vocabulary and grammatical structures embedded within play and guided learning.
Throughout Key Stages One and Two, pupils continue to develop their spoken language through planned opportunities for dialogue, debate and presentation across the curriculum. The ‘Agree, Build, Challenge’ approach provides a consistent framework for discussion, enabling pupils to respond thoughtfully, justify opinions and build upon the ideas of others.
Teachers explicitly model high-quality spoken language, questioning techniques and vocabulary use. Classroom talk is purposeful and inclusive, supported through scaffolds such as sentence stems, discussion prompts and visual vocabulary aids. Working walls, knowledge organisers and displays reinforce key vocabulary and encourage children to revisit and apply it independently.
Targeted interventions, including pre-teaching of key vocabulary and structured language support, ensure that all learners—particularly those with additional needs or language delays—can access and participate fully in talk-rich learning experiences. Across all subjects, teachers plan for explicit vocabulary instruction and ensure that new language is contextualised, revisited and embedded through frequent use.

	Impact
The impact of our oracy and communication provision is evident in pupils who are confident, articulate and able to use language purposefully and appropriately across contexts. Pupils demonstrate an expanding vocabulary, the ability to explain and justify their thinking and the confidence to engage respectfully in dialogue and debate.
Progress in spoken language and vocabulary acquisition is monitored through formative assessment, lesson observations and regular review of children’s participation in discussions and presentations. Writing assessments also reflect the application and transfer of spoken language skills.
Quality assurance processes—including learning walks, pupil voice activities and lesson drop-ins—ensure that high standards of oracy and language development are consistently maintained across the academy.
Ultimately, pupils at Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy leave as confident communicators who can listen actively, speak fluently and use language as a powerful tool for learning, collaboration and expression in the wider world.
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