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	Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy

	Subject Intent Statement

	Reading

	Subject Leader: Miss E Cunningham

	

	Intent
The National Curriculum for English sets out that children should:
· read easily, fluently, and with good understanding
· develop the habit of reading widely and often, both for pleasure and for information
At Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy, our intention is to equip all children with the skills, confidence and enthusiasm to become lifelong readers. We aim to develop fluent, independent readers who can decode text effectively, interpret meaning and articulate their ideas with clarity.
We are committed to fostering resilience, independence and curiosity within a school environment that celebrates and promotes reading as both an academic endeavor and an essential life skill.
Our intent extends beyond the classroom: all staff, parents, and the wider community are valued partners in cultivating a lifelong love of reading. Through a rich variety of experiences, texts and opportunities to explore literature critically and creatively, we aim to inspire every child to read with purpose, enjoyment and understanding.


	Implementation
At Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy, reading is at the heart of our English curriculum. Teaching is carefully structured to build knowledge, practice and application of reading skills in a wide range of contexts.
In the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, daily systematic phonics teaching provides the foundation for fluent reading. Phonics lessons are sequenced and adapted to meet the needs of each group, ensuring rapid progress. In the Nursery, children are introduced to Phase 1 phonics through active listening, sound discrimination, and oral blending activities. Across the EYFS, pupils engage with a wide variety of stories, songs and rhymes to develop vocabulary, phonological awareness and a love of storytelling.
In Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, pupils continue to develop reading fluency, comprehension and analytical skills through daily English lessons and wider curriculum opportunities. Weekly focused reading sessions provide explicit teaching of comprehension strategies, which are reinforced across subjects where reading is used for research and concept development.
In Key Stage 2, pupils also participate in the Accelerated Reader program, which supports the development of reading fluency, comprehension, and independence. After completing a baseline Star Reading assessment, each child is given a personalised reading range to ensure they are reading books that provide both challenge and enjoyment. Pupils select texts within their range, fostering autonomy and ownership over their reading choices. Following the completion of each book, children take an online quiz to assess comprehension and understanding, allowing teachers to closely monitor progress and identify where further support or challenge may be required. Regular review of results enables targeted intervention, celebrates success, and encourages pupils to set and achieve personal reading goals, further promoting a culture of reading for pleasure across the key stage.
All reading sessions are planned to ensure inclusivity and accessibility. Resources, texts and activities are carefully matched to the needs and abilities of all learners, with adaptations made where necessary to ensure every child experiences success.
Children working below the expected standard are swiftly identified through baseline measures, including the Salford Reading Age Assessment, speed reading tests and other assessment data. Targeted interventions such as daily one-to-one reading, tailored phonics support and precision teaching for high-frequency word recognition are implemented. The impact of these interventions is rigorously monitored each term to ensure accelerated progress.
To nurture a culture that values and celebrates reading, the Academy maintains a wide range of high-quality, engaging texts, regularly reviewed to ensure relevance and challenge. Reading areas in each year group promote easy access to books and reinforce the value of reading across the school. Teachers and teaching assistants monitor pupils’ reading choices and progress through reading records, ensuring that texts remain appropriately matched and sufficiently challenging.
Parents are actively encouraged to engage in their child’s reading journey through home–school reading records, workshops and events that promote shared enjoyment of books. Whole-school initiatives such as World Book Day and Shakespeare Week further enhance our reading culture, allowing pupils to apply and celebrate their reading and analytical skills in creative and inspiring ways.


	Impact
The impact of our reading curriculum is reflected in the progress and achievement of our pupils, as well as in their attitudes towards reading.
Children’s application of reading skills is monitored daily through formative assessment, with progress recorded on weekly and termly trackers aligned to curriculum objectives. Summative assessments, including PIXL question-level analysis, inform planning and intervention. Children in Year 1 complete the statutory Phonics Screening Check, with additional support and re-assessment provided in Year 2 where needed.
Progress and attainment in reading are rigorously tracked and reviewed at individual, class and whole-school levels. Teaching and learning are quality-assured through regular lesson observations, learning walks and trust-wide moderation, ensuring consistency and high standards across the Academy.
As a result, pupils at Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy develop the fluency, comprehension and critical thinking skills required for success in the next stage of their education. Most importantly, they leave us as confident, motivated readers who view reading as a source of enjoyment, discovery and lifelong learning.
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