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	Subject Intent Statement
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	Subject Leader: Miss E Cunningham

	

	Intent
At Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy, our intent is to ensure that all pupils develop into confident and capable linguists with a strong command of spelling and grammar. We aim to equip children with a secure bank of known words alongside a range of effective strategies to decode, spell, and apply unfamiliar and challenging vocabulary with increasing independence.
Our curriculum is designed to foster resilience, curiosity, and precision, enabling pupils to take ownership of their learning and approach writing as both an academic discipline and a creative form of self-expression. By developing a deep understanding of the structure and patterns of language, children learn to communicate with accuracy, confidence, and flair.
Ultimately, our goal is for every child to leave Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy with the knowledge, skills, and confidence to write fluently and effectively, using spelling and grammar as powerful tools to express their ideas and engage their readers


	Implementation
At Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy, the spelling and grammar curriculum is delivered through a structured and progressive approach to English teaching that ensures the systematic development of knowledge, skills, and application across all key stages.
In the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, pupils receive daily, direct phonics instruction through The Partnership Phonics Programme from Tower Hamlets Education. This high-quality, systematic approach is sequenced to meet the needs of each group and delivered at pace to ensure rapid progress. Each phonics session follows a consistent structure that includes revision, focused listening for sounds, reading and writing words, and applying new knowledge through sentence construction. In the Early Years, pupils also develop early writing skills through adult-led tasks linked to familiar stories and their current phonics focus, embedding strong foundations for literacy.
In Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, dedicated daily curriculum time is allocated to the explicit teaching of spelling and grammar, separate from English lessons. This allows for regular revision, consolidation, and the application of taught strategies in a focused and purposeful way. The Academy uses OAK National Academy resources to complement and support the teaching of spelling and grammar, ensuring consistency, structure, and high-quality content across year groups. These resources provide clear progression and enable pupils to revisit key concepts, strengthening their understanding and accuracy in written communication.
All spelling, phonics, and grammar sessions across the Academy are carefully planned to ensure accessibility and success for every learner. Lessons are inclusive and differentiated, with resources, texts, and activities adapted where necessary to meet the diverse needs of all pupils.
Children working below the expected standard in spelling are swiftly identified through teacher assessment and ongoing monitoring. Those identified as vulnerable spellers receive targeted interventions, which may include tailored phonics teaching, precision teaching for high-frequency words, and additional small-group or one-to-one support. The impact of these interventions is rigorously reviewed each term to ensure rapid and sustained progress.
Through this structured, evidence-based approach, pupils develop secure knowledge and understanding of phonics, spelling patterns, and grammatical conventions. This enables them to become confident, accurate, and independent writers who can apply their skills effectively across the curriculum.


	Impact
The progress children make in spelling and grammar at Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy is assessed, tracked, and rigorously monitored to ensure that every pupil achieves their full potential. Baseline measures such as the Young’s Spelling Age Assessment and the Key Stage 1 Phonics Screening Check provide accurate starting points, allowing teachers to identify strengths and next steps for each learner.
Ongoing assessment is embedded within daily teaching. Live marking by teachers and teaching assistants enables misconceptions to be addressed immediately, ensuring timely and targeted feedback. Pupils are also encouraged to take responsibility for their own progress by proofreading and editing their writing regularly, developing the ability to evaluate and refine both their own work and that of their peers.
The application of spelling and grammar skills across the wider curriculum is closely monitored through assessment for learning and weekly tracking against key objectives. Termly class assessment trackers capture progress based on formative teacher assessment, while summative measures—such as PIXL spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) assessments—provide clear, measurable data on attainment and progress. Detailed question-level analysis of these assessments informs future planning and ensures that teaching is responsive to pupils’ needs.
The quality and consistency of teaching and learning are maintained through rigorous quality assurance processes, including trust-wide moderation, learning walks, and lesson drop-ins. These collaborative practices help to ensure high expectations, consistency of standards, and continued improvement in the teaching and learning of spelling and grammar across the Academy.
As a result, pupils at Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy leave each key stage with a strong understanding of spelling patterns, grammatical conventions, and linguistic accuracy, enabling them to communicate their ideas effectively and with confidence in all areas of the curriculum.
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